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held at The Bridge Centre, Tullamore, were Caroline Clancy, Environmens
Mirian Healy, Waste Enforcement Officer, Michael Malone, Litter Warden ©
County Council and Padraig Minnock, Litter Warden. Log onto www.o™a
9357403 for more information. OH48-3573

Tel 057 93 41478
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Three Men Caught Digging

In Charleville Woods

THREE men caught dig-
ging out a badger sett in
Charleville Woods were
prosecuted.
Wildlife Act 1976, as
amended, at Monday's sit-
ting of the local district
court..

State Solicitor Mr John
Hughes told the court that
on August 3rd 2013,
Conservation Officer, Mr
Noel Bugler was in
Charleville Wood when he
heard what sounded like an
animal in pain. He noted
two parked vans in the
vicini and walking
through the woods saw two
dogs chained to a tree. He
then came across a number
of people standing around

under the-

a badger sett and in the
rocess of digging.

er Bugler %Jgejl?egved Ton
Kerrigan, (19) John Ward,
and Patrick Ward (27) all

with addresses at
Kilcruttin, Tullamore were

in the act of badger baiting.
Pick Axes, spades, shovels

and bars were at the scene.

Mr Hughes explained to
Judge C%atherine Staines,
how during badger baitin
the badger is dug out an
the dogs and badger are
provoked into . attack.
Usually there is onside
Eambli_ng and the fight
etween the animals is
often video taped.
However, ‘he stressed that
Mr Bugler had not seen
anything like this occur.

Defending solicitor Mr
Donal Farrelly said there
was no suggestion that this
was the offence, and the
men didn't see this in the
way it was described.

Judge Catherine Staines
intervened to ask Mr
Farrelly why the three men
were there. 'Was it to
observe it (badger) in its
natural habitat', g’le said.

Mr Farrelly continued that
the defendants had seen it
on Youtube and they want-
ed to use it to exercise their

‘dogs. He continued that it

was an innocent practice
and they would release the
badger.

He said the dogs were two
small terriers and the men
looked after dogs and had
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no history of this type of
event.

Mr Noel Bugler told Judge
Staines that terriers were
often used in badger bait-
ing.

Judge Catherine Staines
said it was appalling to bait
animals. However, she said
there was no evidence to
say the defendants came
across a badger, or baited it.

She told Mr Farrelly that
she had concerns for his
clients if that's the kind of
sport they engage in. She
said her immediate reaction
was to impose a three
month custodial sentence.

- However, she would take

into account the huge cost
of putting someone in

Out Badger Sett

rison and the fact that they
Kad children.

She imposed 240 hours
community service in lieu
of three months in prison
on each of the men. In addi-
tion they were ordered to
pay €300 each to the
Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals.

She put the case back to
January 26th next year for a
community service report,
warning that she didn't
want to hear that they were
unsuitable for community
service, 'They can work’,
she said.

She added that if she
heard that there was a lack
of co-operation she would
impose a sentence.
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